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 GENERAL INTRODUCTION, OWNERSHIP AND LANDUSE HISTORY. 
 

Barnesmore is a small 11.1ha forest overlooking Loch Eske, 5 miles north of Donegal 

town. On the hill side from the forest down to the Loch is native woodland, and on the 

hillside behind is coniferous Coillte forestry. Previous land use prior to forestry would 

have been poor enclosed grazing.  

 

The public road forms part of the Loch Eske drive and with high tourist traffic during 

holiday and weekend periods.  

 

The forest was acquired by  in 1984 from  , through  . 
 

Elevation 
Ranges between 80m and 100cm 
 
Statutory Land Designations 
Barnesmore bounds the Loch Eske and Ardnamona Wood NHA and SAC. 

 
Water/Fisheries Sensitivities: 
Barnesmore MU lies within the water catchments of Crana, Donegal Bay, 

Finn/Derg/Boyle, Gweebarra Bay, Leannan/Clady/Owencarrow/Glaskeelan, Lough 

Foyle, Lough Swilly West, Mulroy Bay/Sheephaven,  Owenea, Ray, Rossan Point, 

Swilly and West Inishowen. 

 

Margaritifera 
Barnesmore lies within Catchments of SAC populations listed in S.I. 296 of 2009. 

 

Old Woodland Sites (OWS): 
There is OWS/potential OWS in the Barnesmore MU. An old woodland report has been 

carried out in 2023. The report states ‘Given the lack of ancient woodland indicators and 

the recording of rough pasture and furze or whins across the majority of the site on the 

6 Inch Map Last Edition Black & White, 25 Inch Map and 6 Inch Map First Edition Black 

& White, it would appear that this is not an old woodland. 

 
Archaeology/Historical/Cultural:  
There are no archaeology features in properties within the Barnesmore MU. 
 

 SOIL TYPES. 
Soil type peaty gley on slopes and deep peat on flats. 






